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STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 27TH 2026 AT 8P.M. 
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Chairman I. Moss, A. Harris, R. Carson,  J. Pritchett, J. Waltham, J. Westbrook.
Clerk S. Harris
In Attendance: Two members of the public.
	174.a
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from S. Pattle.


	174.b
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th November were approved and signed, having been circulated previously.


	174.c
	MATTERS ARISING
Planning Results:
Caundle Farm P/PABA/2025/07277 Received 9/12/25. Prior Approval notice for the erection of an agricultural building. Result: Prior Approval not required notified 18/12/25
Haddon Farm P/CLP/2025/07585 
Continuation of proposed building works started in June 1983 under planning application no. 2/1982/0414. Certificate of Lawful Use Proposal, notification only.
Tree works applications with dates approved by Dorset Council:
Hannsfield 05035 22/9/25
Vale View 05506 14/10/25
Brownshall Farmhouse 05903 28/10/25
Old Vicarage 05/01/26
Grit Bin on the Triangle has been refilled by Dorset Council (first refill is free of charge) Bin at top of Golden Hill full.
There is still a Footpath Liaison  Officer Vacancy. Any problems, broken stiles etc., please report to the Parish Clerk.


	174.d
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
N/A

	MAIN AGENDA


	1.
	PLANNING
ROCKHILL FARM
APPLICATION NO: P/FUL/2026/00194
PROPOSAL: DEMOLITION OF FARM BUILDINGS AND ERECTION OF 2 NO. DWELLINGS
There were no objections to the revised plans which were considered an improvement on the first version. All agreed with H. Waltham’s proposal to support the application, seconded by J. Westbrook


	2.
	UPDATE RE CEMETERY WALL
The Dorset Stone Walling group have made a start on the two corners of the wall, cheerfully working very hard in rain and wind. Another session is planned in February, and if necessary one more in March.


	3.
	FLOODING UPDATE
Work by both Highways and local landowners seems to have improved the flooding and reduced the depth and amount of water on Stalbridge Road and Waterloo Lane near the Drove Lane junction, making it easier to travel around the village. However, Cat Lane Bridge continues to be a problem.


	4.
	SPEED LIMIT/TRAFFIC PROBLEMS
The Chairman had looked into the requirements for applying for a lower speed limit which can be applied for online. Evidence needs to be provided for community support by the village and a traffic survey by Dorset Council team and Highways. It was felt that this was going to be quite difficult to provide, so more information needs to be gathered.


	5.
	G.D.P.R. ASSERTION 10 DIGITAL AND DATA COMPLIANCE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 2025/2026 AUDIT 
DATA MAP AND TRAINING
A data map was presented by the Clerk listing all the contractors and suppliers. This is required for reference and contact purposes but will not be published.
The Clerk has attended several training sessions hosted by Cloudy: Cyber Security, Navigating Assertion 10, and Digital & Data Compliance for Councils
09/09/24 and Breakthrough via DAPTC Data Protection Part 2: Accountability Lawfulness with Part 3 19 Feb 2026 09:30 - 11:30Data Protection Part 3: Data Subject Rights  to come, to cover all the GDPR requirements for Assertion. The Chairman is also attending the session for Chairmen. Councillors have been sent the slides provided and clarification provided verbally by the Clerk and Chairman at each meeting.


	6.
	GRASS CUTTING FOR 2026/7 SEASON
APPROVE TENDER FROM P.W. GARDEN SERVICES
The tender from P. W. Garden Services for £310 per cut was approved for the 2026/7 season, the long hot spell in the summer had reduced the need for cutting. To keep the cost down, a maximum of thirteen cuts for the season will be set.
Proposed: R. Carson Seconded A. Harris


	7.
	PRECEPT 
TO CONSIDER BUDGET AND AGREE PRECEPT FOR 2026/2027
A budget for the forthcoming year was presented, with projected figures for the year end and all agreed to increase the precept by 5% to keep abreast of the ever-increasing costs which actually works out at 4.9% based on the Tax Base. Although the 2025 request was for an increase of 5%, changes in the Tax Base resulted in no actual increase in the annual charge. Approval proposed by J. Waltham, seconded by J. Pritchett.


	8.
	8. APPOINT INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR 2025/26  
Mrs Wardell was happy to audit the accounts again and all agreed with the Proposal by J. Waltham, Seconded by J. Westbrook.


	9.
	9. NOTICEBOARD OUTSIDE ANVIL COTTAGE
LOCK NOT WORKING
The noticeboard is proving impossible to unlock or open in any way due to the way the lock and hinges are fitted. Clerk is seeking advice locally.


	174.e
	 STATE OF FINANCES
Balances to date:
Current Account                   £    784.20
Deposit Account                  £16,052.15
Play-area Deposit Account £   2,359.67
TOTAL                                £19,196.02
Detailed account of finance on page 758
Payments for approval: Microsoft Subscription paid by Clerk £84.99
                                      Village Hall Annual  Grant/Rent       £400.00
Proposed J. Westbrook, Seconded R. Carson


	174.f
	F. ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
List on file.
Simon Hoare MP sent a second invitation to a round table meeting, but this has been cancelled again due to the inclement weather.


	174.g
	MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION/ NEXT AGENDA
Good progress is being made with the fund- raising applications for the play area with every chance of success. The garages in Brimble Cottages are also being refurbished shortly and work in the play area will wait until that is completed.


	174.h
	 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting in March,  TBA and the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 .


	174.i
	TIME OF CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.15p.m.
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