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STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 9TH 2025 at 8p.m.


Present:  I. Moss, A. Harris, J. Pritchett, J. Waltham. J. Westbrook, Clerk S. Harris
9 members of the public

	172.a
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from S. Pattle


	172.b
	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on May 21st were approved and signed by the Chairman.


	172.c
	MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM
AUDIT: Confirmation received of required documents from BDO.
PLANNING: A planning application for a porch and garage at 1 Highview Cottages ref: P/HOU/2025/04183 was considered at a meeting on site with Parish Councillors and the owner, as no meeting was planned. The adjacent neighbour was informed. There were no objections as the planned changes did not affect any other properties.


	172.d
	DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
Cllr. Moss declared an interest in Item 1.C, Planning at 2 Veales, as he lives nearby.


	
	OPEN FORUM not required


	

	
1.a PLANNING: 
      Application no. P/VOC/2025/03311
      Location: Trooper Inn, Golden Hill, Stourton Caundle DT10 2JW
      Proposal: Erect 2 No. Units of holiday accomodation and form additional
                         Parking spaces (demolish sheds) with variation of conditions 
                         2,5,9 and 11 of planning permission 2/2014/0919/FUL (to 
                         amend approved plans)
There was one very strong objection to what has been built so far,  the 2014 plans showed a gable roof but the roof has now been changed to a pent style meaning it is much higher at the front than a sloping gable, and is aesthetically not as acceptable or in keeping with the surrounding buildings. The windows will overlook the garden and living rooms of the adjacent cottage. Mr. Pritchett said soundproofing measures would give privacy and included a trellis higher than the 2m fence already there and climbing plants would add to the screening. A hedge was impractical because of the time it would take to grow.
Mr. Harris supported the application, seconded by J. Westbrook subject to the Planners satisfying themselves that the proposed roof is in keeping with the local environment. (comments submitted 09.09.2025)

1.b. PLANNING 
Application No: P/PABA/2025/04964
Location: Brunsell Farm, Cat Lane, Stourton Caundle DT10 2JX
Proposal: Erect 2 No. Agricultural Buildings
This application replaced P/PABA/2025/04964 and the Planning Decision notice states ‘Dorset Council has considered this application and has determined that prior approval is not required subject to the works being carried out within 5 years from the 20 August 2025’
1.c. PLANNING
Application no P/HOU/2025/04590
Location: 2 Veales, High Street, Stourton Caundle DT10 2JL
Proposal: Construct drive and hardstanding
There were no objections to this application which will ease parking problems in the High Street. Proposed J. Waltham and seconded by J.  Westbrook.
Comments submitted  10.09.2025

2. PLAYAREA PROGRESS REPORT – J. WESTBROOK
Mrs. Westbrook reported a meeting with parents and children who have decided which items of equipment they would like. The equipment will be partly wood and partly metal with a 25 year guarantee. Documentation is in the process of organisation including a Safeguarding policy. Cllr. Vitali is trying to arrange for tidying up of the area around the garages. Fundraising and grant applications will be arranged and Mr. Harris will remove the old equipment in the cyclegym.
The Trooper Inn have fundraised and donated £830.00 towards the fund, councillors agreed a new separate deposit account should be set up with 
Lloyds specifically for the play-area funds which will include the existing ring fenced £1,500 and an additional £25 donation from November 2024.
3. FLOODING – J. WESTBROOK
I. Moss and J. Westbrook met the Highway Officer again with Dorset Cllr. Vitali. The council accept that the underground pipes near the Drove Close/Waterloo Lane junction and in Stalbridge Road are blocked and are waiting for a large jetter to try and clear them. The council prioritize flooding causing a risk to property or life but are committed to helping the village to overcome the problems.
A report with appropriate links is to be published in the Stourton Caundler and on the Stourton Caundle Facebook pages.
4. CEMETERY WALL REPAIRS
David Jeanes reported that the Dorset Dry Stone Walling Association who had a stand at the Oak Fair, and are dedicated to promoting and preserving dry stone walls in the county, running courses, practice weekends and volunteer work on ecologically significant walls, were approached by John Hedges, resulting in a site visit and were very interested in the possibility of repairing the collapsed sections of the wall during the winter, at a cost of less than £1,000, preferring the sheltered site to their usual coastal areas. Salisbury Diocese are being consulted, the project matches their requirement for education and environment. Costs and arrangements need to be confirmed but Parish Councillors agreed they would look sympathetically on this project.


	

	5.  LOCAL PLAN – J. WESTBROOK
The Dorset Local Plan shows a considerable amount of housing in Bishops Caundle but none in Stourton Caundle as it is considered an unsustainable village. 
There is a possibility of removing settlement boundaries for smaller developments to allow incremental small scale growth around the edge of settlements in villages including criteria to limit the scale of developments.  Comments will be sent agreeing with the principle providing there are restrictions to control the size and spread. (Response sent 24/09/2025)


	
	6. DATA COMPLIANCE AND NEW POLICIES TO APPROVE AND ADOPT
There will be a new Assertion on the Parish Council Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Audit) for 2025/6  focusing on Digital and Data Compliance, part of which is the reason for the e-mail and website address changes to a more secure .gov.uk . An Information Technology Policy is also required to be adopted. The play-area also requires a new Policy and drafts are being prepared ready for the next meeting.

7. FOOTPATH OFFICER
Another possible recruit is to be invited to take up this post.

8. DAPTC SURVEY FOR PARISH COUNCIL AND INDIVIDUALS
The survey is for individual councillors, Chairmen and Clerks who all have a different version. This is being dealt with in time for the closing date. 

9. PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT PRINTER FOR CLERK’S USE
The Clerk provided several quotes and it was agreed to buy a Canon Inkjet printer for £34.99 which will be adequate for the Parish Council’s requirements.
Proposed J. Waltham, seconded J. Westbrook



	172.e
	STATE OF FINANCES as at 9th September, less approved payments
Bank Balance: Current £1,111.30
Bank Balance: Deposit £15,515.08
New deposit account to be opened specifically for the play-area fund raising.
See Item 2 . Fully detailed State of Finances see page 751 (Approved J. Pritchett, J. Westbrook.)


	172.f
	ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
List on file

	172.g
	MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION OR NEXT AGENDA
DAPTC Newsletter item about Parish Online .gov.uk e-mail service 

	172.h
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING T.B.A. 
November 4th 2025 @ 7.30p.m.

	172.i
	TIME OF CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9p.m.

	FINANCES –       9th September 2025                                                                                                         
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
CURRENT BALANCE B/FWD FROM 21st MAY 2025 LESS PAYMENTS AND TRANSFERS LISTED ON MAY 21ST 2025 

ADD TRANSFERS FROM DEPOSIT ACCOUNT SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
18.06.25 
10.07.25
 LESS PAYMENTS  APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN SINCE THE LAST MEETING AND Charges and DD’s
02.06.25  Hugo Fox DD
02.06.25 Playsafety ROSPA Insp.
03/06.25  P. Wavish no. 17
16.06.25 Milborne Port Comp.
17.06.25  Bank Charge
23.06.25  Clerk salary inc. PAYE  
28.06.25 P. Wavish no. 15
01.07.25 Hugo Fox DD
19.07.25 Bank Charge   
 01.08.25 Hugo Fox DD
15.08.25 Hugo Fox DD .gov.uk
15.08.25 Bank Charge
28.08.25 From Trooper Inn
01.09.25 Hugo Fox DD
BALANCE 9TH SEPTEMBER 2025
PAYMENTS  TO APPROVE ON 09.09.2025:
AVG 2025/2026
Caundler Magazine 
P. Wavish inv. No 19
Clerk quarterly salary
TOTAL CURRENT BALANCE TO CARRY FORWARD TO NEXT MEETING LESS DEDUCTIONS
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1,111.30
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	Total  Balances





































	DEPOSIT BALANCE B/FWD FROM 21ST MAY 
RECEIPTS AND TRANSFERS SINCE THE LAST MEETING
Interest 09.06.25
Interest  09.07.25
Interest  11.08.25
18.06.25 Transfer to Current
10.07.25 Transfer to Current
TOTAL OF BALANCES AS AT 09.09.25
TOTAL BALANCES TO CARRY FORWARD AFTER DEDUCTIONS
	



        9.73
        9.22
        9.81


   

	



    
     
     
500.00
400.00
	










	
16,386.32







15,515.08
	











15,702.39



Approved with Item 172.e  Proposed J. Pritchett, Seconded J. Westbrook
STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES 9TH SEPTEMBER 2025

